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Ann Meyers-Drysdale Earns USSA Ronald Reagan Media 
Award 

Women's basketball pioneer honored for her work in sports 
journalism. 

Jan. 14, 2006 

ESPN analyst and former UCLA basketball legend Ann Meyers-Drysdale 
joined a group of legends in sports journalism by winning the United 
States Sports Academy's Ronald Reagan Media Award. Meyers-Drysdale 
will receive her medallion at the July 22, 2006 USSA graduation ceremony 
in Daphne, Alabama. 

Meyers-Drysdale, a television sports commentator for 26 years and a 
pioneer in women's basketball, joins an elite group of winners that 
includes Howard Cosell, Bob Costas, Keith Jackson, Frank Deford and 
Rupert Murdoch. Visit http://www.asama.org/awards/MedallionSeries for 
more information. 

The 2006 Reagan Award winner began her career as a color commentator 
for the NBA's Indiana Pacers in 1979. She joined ESPN in 1983 as an 
analyst for various events, including men and women's college basketball. 
She has also covered the Olympic Games for CBS and NBC. 

As a player, Meyers-Drysdale was the first woman ever to try out for an 
NBA team when she signed as a free agent with the Indiana Pacers in 
1979. She was also the first player drafted in the Women's Professional 
Basketball League (WBL), an entity that lasted three years as a 1970s and 
80s forerunner to the WNBA. 

After being released from the Pacer squad, Meyers played in the WBL 
during its third season. She was the league MVP while playing for the New 
Jersey Gems. 

As an amateur, she represented the United States in the 1976 Olympics, 
1975 and '79 Pan American Games and the 1975 and '79 World 
Championships. She was a four-time All-American at UCLA, leading the 
Bruins to a national championship in 1978. She also competed in 
volleyball and track at UCLA. 
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